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Welcome to our Summer Local Governing Board Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We have come to the end of another school year – as they say time flies 
when you are having fun!! 
 

What I’ve noticed more than anything on my recent visits to the academy 
is that the children are having a great deal of fun in the learning that they 
are engaging with.  I think as a parent that is probably what we want more 
than anything else; children who are learning well and having a great deal 
of fun along the way. 
 

You just have to look at the tweets from across Inspire, that come through on a daily basis 
to see both how much the children are learning and how much fun they are having.  This 
has been a year of good news for Inspire Academy on many fronts. 
 
We were all over the moon with Inspire's first Ofsted 
inspection report as I'm sure you were too!!  We were 
delighted that it recognised the excellent work that the staff at 
Inspire do to make learning exciting and fun: 
 

“Leaders and governors have seen their vision for the school take 
shape in the purposeful and vibrant learning environments that 
staff have created.  Staff share leaders’ values and reflect the 
dynamic and committed approach of senior leaders and governors. 
 

 Governors are knowledgeable and well informed because of the incisive questions that 
they ask at meetings.  They challenge and support leaders in equal measure as they 
strive for excellence.  They have been active in formulating the vision and values that 
underpin the school’s success. 

 Governors are aware of the school’s strength and areas for development.  They are 
open and honest in their appraisal of the school.  Their understanding mirrors the 
findings of this inspection. 

 Governors have ensured that there are rigorous processes for the recruitment and 
selection of staff.  This has been essential in ensuring that the quality of teaching and 
learning in the school remains good as the school expands and rolls out a new 
curriculum year group each year.” 

 

This report gives us another starting point for the academy’s future development as 
we strive to continually improve what we do. 
 
I am also very pleased that Mrs Byrne was successful in her appointment as Associate 
Principal of Inspire Academy.  I am confident that both the education and care of your 
children are in very good hands.  
 
We have had two of our staff away on maternity leave over part of this year and both now 
have a wonderful addition to their family.  I was lucky enough to meet both babies when I 
was last in school. 
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Staffing at the Academy also continues to grow and for the first time we will have Key Stage 
2 children at the Academy.  This is a real milestone for the academy and it seems only 
yesterday that I was wandering around an empty building planning for the first cohort of 
children.  Time flies!!! 
 
We have appointed three new teachers to start in September to continue to support the 
development of Inspire: Sophie Hepworth, Samantha Longson and Sarah Shemeld. We look 
forward to welcoming them into the Inspire Academy family full time from the beginning of 
September 2018. 
 
We will also be joined by the school dog in September.  I can only imagine the excitement!!! 
 
As Governors we continue to support and challenge the academy.  Our regular meetings 
are informative and help us reflect on the work of the school and ensure that what we provide 
for your children in terms of education and care is the best that it can be. 
 
I would like to pass my sincere thanks to all the governors for their time serving on the Local 
Governing Board.  I would also like to thank Cllr Bill Fairfoull who has recently resigned from 
the Local Governing Board because of his work commitments.  Cllr Fairfoull has been with 
us since the Academy opened in September 2015 and as well as chairing the Finance 
Committee has provided much support to the Academy and advice to the newly established 
Local Governing Board.  We are very grateful to the time Bill spent with us and I’m sure you 
would want to join with me in passing on our thanks to him. 
 
Recently we have joined with the governors from Discovery Academy and Poplar Street 
Primary School in Audenshaw (who joined the Trust earlier on in the year) for some training 
sessions.  This joint training was very useful, helps us to undertake the governance role 
more effectively and enables us to make links with Governors at other schools to the benefit 
of our individual schools.  We are continually looking for ways to improve our governance 
and I was struck today by a tweet about the school council.  I think it would be good to hear 
from the councillors next term and I shall look forward to meeting them! 
 
Finally, on behalf of the governors can I extend my thanks to Mrs Byrne and her team 
of staff for the terrific work that they do. I’m sure that you will want to join with me in 
wishing them all a great summer break!  THANK YOU. 
 
I wish you all a very enjoyable summer.  Enjoy spending the extra time with your children 
and fingers crossed for even more sunshine. 
 
Garry White (Chair) 
 

 

All Governors would like 
to wish all our staff, pupils 
and their families a restful 

break over the summer 
and look forward to seeing 
you all in September 2018. 

 
 


